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News updates
USDA Extends 
Application Deadline 
for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment Program

SAINT PAUL, Minnesota, March 5, 2021 – The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
extending the deadline from March 5 to April 9 for 
agricultural producers to apply for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment (QLA) Program because of recent winter 
storms and some clarifications to program rules. This 
program assists producers, including those here in 
Minnesota who suffered crop quality losses due to 
qualifying 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.

“Because of recent winter storms and some 
program updates, we want to provide five additional 
weeks for producers to apply for the program,” said 
Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator of the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA).  “I want to make sure 
eligible producers have the opportunity to apply and 
to work with our team members to help with any 
questions. We recently clarified policy to ensure 
producers who sold grain to the feed market due to 
quality issues are adequately compensated.”

About the Program
The QLA program assists producers whose eligible 

crops suffered quality losses due to qualifying 
drought, excessive moisture, flooding, hurricanes, 
snowstorms, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, or 
wildfires.

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop 
insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for 
grazed crops and value loss crops, such as honey, 
maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, 
ginseng root, ornamental nursery, Christmas trees, 
and turfgrass sod. Additionally, crops that were sold 
or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be 
eligible.

Assistance is available in counties that received a 
Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or 
Secretarial Disaster Designation, or for drought, a 
county rated by the U.S. Drought monitor as having 
a D3 (extreme drought) or higher. Producers in 
counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration 
or designation may still apply but must also provide 
supporting documentation.

FSA will issue payments once the application 
period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, 
payments will be prorated.

More Information
FSA began accepting applications on January 6 

and has received more than 8,100 applications so far.
To apply, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

Additional information is also available at 
farmers.gov/quality-loss. Producers can also obtain 
one-on-one support with applications by calling 
877-508-8364.

While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors 
because of the pandemic, Service Center staff 
continue to work with agricultural producers via 
phone, email, and other digital tools. To conduct 
business, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center. Additionally, more information related to 
USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer 
and lender.

Ask a Trooper
 by Sgt. Troy Christianson of the Minnesota State 
Patrol

Question: I see a lot of people that have their fog 
lights on and when I am meeting them on the road 
and some are very bright and make seeing the road 
very difficult. Some of them appear to be out of 
alignment and are blinding. What is the law that 
covers this? 

Answer: If the fog lights are aimed too high and/or 
are too bright they are illegal, even if they are in 
compliance with the rest of the law.  All vehicle lights 
allowed by statute must also be approved by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety.

Minnesota law says that any motor vehicle may be 
equipped with not to exceed two fog lamps mounted 
on the front at a height not less than 12 inches nor 
more than 30 inches above the level surface upon 
which the vehicle stands and so aimed that when the 
vehicle is not loaded none of the high-intensity 
portion of the light to the left of the center of the 
vehicle shall at a distance of 25 feet ahead project 
higher than a level of four inches below the level of 
the center of the lamp from which it comes. Lighted 
fog lamps meeting the above requirements may be 
used with lower headlamp beams.

Minnesota law also states that when a motor vehicle 
equipped with headlamps, as (herein) required, is 
also equipped with any auxiliary lamps, spot lamps 
or any other lamps on the front thereof projecting a 
beam of intensity greater than 300-candle power, not 
more than a total of four of any such lamps on the 
front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time 
when upon a highway.

It’s the law to have head lights and tail lights on 
during rain/snow and when visibility is reduced, but 
best practice is to keep your lights on at all times to 
make yourself more visible to other drivers.

Anytime your vehicle’s height is altered by adding 
larger tires/rims or any type of suspension lift, your 
headlights and fog lights may need to be adjusted so 
they are not blinding to other motorists. 

You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if you 
simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds, pay attention 
and always drive sober.  Help us drive Minnesota 
Toward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions concerning traffic 
related laws or issues in Minnesota send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW, Rochester MN 
55901-5848.  (Or reach him at, 
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us) 

There are less than 2 weeks for our participants in the Plum Creek 
Library System’s Adult Winter Reading program to finish checking 
out the required 12 books, and earn a prize. 

We currently have 22 participants, with 14 having competed the 
reading program, and the others very close to done. If you are still 
working on completing your reading log, we encourage you to stop in, 
and pick up the number of books you have left to complete your 
reading log—we would love to give you a prize. Remember you don’t 
need to have them read by March 31st, just checked out from the 
library.

 I would also like to remind those who are reading their books 
digitally, that once you have completed your reading log to stop in and 
pick up a prize.  

As a way to encourage finishing your reading log, we have the 
following new books on our shelves: New books on our shelves this 
week: The Affair by Danielle Steel, Dark Sky by C. J. Box, The Lost 
Apothecary by Sarah Penner, Oona Out of Order by Margarita 
Montimore, From the Shadows by B.J. Daniels, and the Lemon Sisters 
by Jill Shalvis. For our younger readers we have the following new 
books available for checkout. Unicorn Diaries: The Goblin Princess 
and Unicorn Diaries: Bo the Brave by Rebecca Elliott, Miles Morales 
to the Rescue by David Fentiman, Pony Life: Meet the Ponies, and 
Meet Fiona the Hippo by Richard Cowdrey

Viking wrestlers  extend win 
streak to impressive 12 straight 
wins 
by Brent Beck

SPRINGFIELD — Ask any coach of any sport what they would want 
to have happen when the team they coach  is approaching post season 
tournament time and that is a winning streak. 

This is exactly what has happened with the Minneota Vikings varsity 
wrestling team. The Viking wrestlers and their coach Matt Myrvik 
entered the Section Team Tournament which was held last Thursday, 
March 11 in Minneota with a 12 match win streak. 

Minneota’s two wins on Thursday night, March 4, the Vikings 
picked up wins against  Madelia-Truman/Martin Luther (M-T/ML) and 
Springfield at Springfield High School in Springfield. 

In their first match at the Springfield Triangular, the Minneota 
Vikings upended Madelia-Truman/Martin Luther 76-3 and then in their 
second match of the evening, the Vikings defeated Springfield 57-24.

In their match against Madelia-Truman/Martin Luther, Minneota 
wrestlers scored five falls,, one major decision and seven forfeits. During 
their second match of the night against the Springfield Tigers, the 
Vikings posted five falls, one decision and Springfield forfeited four 
matches to Minneota. 

In the first match against Madelia-Truman/Martin Luther, Adam 
DeVlaeminck wrestling at 106 pounds pinned Ryan Koberoski of M-
T/ML in 1:26. The next two matches at 113 pounds and 120 pounds 
respectively Minneota’s Destin Fier pinned Carlos Flores-Lemus in 0:42 
seconds; and Peyton Gillund pinned Koberoski in 0:53 seconds. 
Koberoski stepped up one weight class and wrestled Gillund in the 120 
pound weight division after wrestling at 106  pounds. 

Then at 126 pounds, Minneota’s Troy VanKeulen won by forfeit, 
which was followed by Minneota's’ Brock Fier wrestling at 132 pounds 
pinned Nolan Arkell of M-T/ML in 0:53 seconds. 

Wrestling at 138 pounds, Jake Lehman of Madelia-Truman/Martin 
Luther scored an 8-4 decision over Minneota’s Eli Gruenes The 
following match between Zack Fier of Minneota and M-T/ML’s Gach 
Mar, Zack Fier scored a 9-0 major decision over Mar. 
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Ivanhoe Public 
Library News
by Sue Vizecky

Hudson Scholten for Minneota  vs Adrian. by Reba Lipinski

Husdon Scholten for Minneota vs Canby. by Reba Lipinski

ROYAL LEAGUE
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021

TEAM              WINS    LOSSES
Nielsens Lanes                     13                 1
M.K.V. Enterprises              10                6
State Line Bar & Grill           9.5           6.5
D & K RV Sales                      8                   8
Olsen Custom Farms          8                    8
Bednarek Construction     7.5            8.5
Viessman Trucking             7                    9
Lake Benton Resort            1                 15

HIGH SINGLE GAMES
(NO HANDICAP)

Andrew Fokken              256
Bennett Nielsen              243
Craig Hart              236
Jeff Harding              234
Nate Oellien              224
Tom Bueltel              215
Justin Schmidt              215
Larry Stoks              214
Doug Sik              214
Gary Peterson              214

       HIGH THREE GAME SERIES 
(NO HANDICAP)

Jeff Harding              654
Bennett Nielsen              651
Nate Oellien              635
Craig Hart              618
Andrew Fokken              588
Josh Bednarek              579
Tom Bueltel              565
Doug Sik              565
Arnie Thooft              565

HIGH THREE GAME TEAM 
TOTALS (ADD HANDICAP)

Bednarek Construction          3,336
Nielsens Lanes          3,256 
M.K.V. Enterprises          3,227

 MARSHALL MEN’S BUSINESS    
LEAGUE

THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2021
TEAM              WINS    LOSSES
Little Willy’s                  135                      81
Sterzinger Construct       133.5              82.5
Mustang Seeds           114                   102
Fuzzy’s                         100.5               91.5
Superior Poultry           97                    116  
The Muffler Shop         99 .5            120.5
Beverage Wholesalers     89.5            126.5
M.D.I.                              87.5             128.5

HIGH SINGLE GAMES
  (NO HANDICAP)

Jason Manthei                      246
Tom Whortenbury                      235
Brandon Marron                      234
Bruce Nielsen                      231
Wally Struck                      230
Neal DePestel                      227
Chad Bagley                      224
Bill Sterzinger                      219
Mike Verseavel                      218
Dale Paluch                      209
Dave Schoolmeester                      207
Brad Leibfried                      205
Greg Marron                      229
Ryan Juuitlainen                      226
Brad Leibfried                      225

HIGH THREE GAME SERIES 
(NO HANDICAP)

Brandon Marron                      660
Jason Manthei                      638
Wally Struck                       632
Tom Whortenbury                       601
Mike Verseavel                       586
Bruce Nielsen                       580
Bill Sterzinger                       579
Neal DePestel                       576
Brad Leibfried                       574
Chad Bagley                       564

HIGH THREE GAME TEAM 
TOTALS (ADD HANDICAP)

Mustang Seeds              2,586
Sterzinger Construction              2,575
M.D.I. Enterprises              2,555

Bowling at 
Nielsens 
Lan e s ’
sponsored by State Line 
Bar & Grill

Wrestling: 
continued from
top center

The Vikings then picked up two 
forfeits, when Minneota’s Alex 
DePestel and Jonah Gruenes both 
won by forfeits at 152 pounds and 
160 pounds respectively. Wrestling 
at 170 pounds, Minneota's Brandon 
Johnson pinned Madelia-
Truman/Martin Luther’s Logan 
Slater in 0:48 seconds. 

Minneota’s next four wrestlers, 
Conner Sik at 182 pounds; Hudson 
Scholten at 195 pounds; Jackson 
Esping at 220 pounds and Trey 
Gronke at heavyweight all won by 
forfeit.

Against Springfield, Minneota’s 
Adam DeVlaeminck won by forfeit 
and at 113 pounds, Destin Fier 
pinned Springfield’s Paytin 
Johnson in 1:41. In the next match 
at 120 pounds, Peyton Gillund of 
the Vikings pinned Wyatt Schmidt 
of Springfield in 0:32 seconds. 

The next two weight classes 
against Springfield, wrestling at 126 
pounds Eric Carrasco and Troy 
VanKeuhlen of Minneota, wrestling    
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